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udOH ksfõokhhs
2016 wxl 12 ork f;dr;=re oek.ekSfï whs;sjdislï mk; hgf;a ia:dms; f;dr;=re whs;sjdislï fldñIka 
iNdj fï jk úg udi follg wdikak ld,hla wl%Sh ;;a;ajfha mj;S' Bg fya;= ù we;af;a mkf;a i|yka 
wdldrhg fldñiug kj idudðlhka m;afkdlsÍuh' mk;g wkqj tu j.lSu orkafka jHjia:dodhl iNdj iy 
ckdêm;sjrhdh' 20 jeks wdKavql%u jHjia:d ixfYdaOkfhka jHjia:dodhl iNdj wfydais lsÍu ksid" tu n,;, 
md¾,sfïka;= ljqkais,hg mejÍ ;sfí'

2016 wf.daia;= 04 Èk tjlg l;dkdhl lre chiQßh úiska w;aika ;eîfuka miq mk; l%shd;aul ùu werôKs' 
bkamiq m;alrk ,o fldñifï wdrïNl idudðlhkaf.a mia wjqreÿ Oqr ld,h miq.sh iema;eïn¾ 30 Èkfhka 
wjika úh' mkf;a i|yka wdldrhg kj idudðlhka m;alsÍu i|yd kdufhdackd le|ùug wod< mqj;am;a 
ksfõokhla md¾,sfïka;= ljqkais,h u.ska m<lrk ,È' Bg wkqj kdu fhdackd ,nd§fï ld,h Tlaf;dan¾ 19 
Èkfhka wjika úh' tÈk jk úg" mkf;a 12 jk j.ka;sfha i|yka wdldrhg Y%S ,xld kS;s{ ix.uh" udOH 
ixúOdk iy isú,a ixúOdk u.ska md¾,sfïka;= ljqkais,h fj; kdufhdackd bÈßm;a fldg ;sìKs'

f;dr;=re whs;sjdislï fldñifï idudðlhka ixLHdj 05 fofkls' thska tla wfhl= iNdm;s Oqrhg m;a fõ' 
kdu fhdackd w;ßka Y%S ,xld kS;s{ ix.uh u.ska fhdackd lrk mqoa.,hd wksjd¾fhkau m;al< hq;= nj mkf;a 
i|yka fõ' ta wkqj wfkl=;a idudðlhka 04 fokdg wod< kï" kdufhdackd w;ßka f;dard ckdêm;sjrhd fj; 
ks¾foaY lsÍu md¾,sfïka;= ljqkais,h isÿ l< hq;=h' tu ks¾foaY wkqj m;alsÍfï n,h ckdêm;sjrhd i;= fõ'

fuf;la md¾,sfïka;= ljqkais,h ;u j.lSu bgq lr ke;' l;dkdhl uyskao hdmd wfíj¾Ok" w.ue;s uyskao 
rdcmlaI" úmlaI kdhl ið;a fm%auodi iy lî¾ yISï" v.a,ia foajdkkaod hk md¾,sfïka;= uka;%Sjreka 
md¾,sfïka;= ljqkais,fha idudðlfhda fj;s' fï ksid f;dr;=re ,nd.ekSfï l%shdj,sfha§ widOdrKhg m;ajk 
ck;djf.a wNshdpkd úNd. lsÍu iïmQ¾Kfhkau kej;S we;s w;r" úNd. jk wNshdpkd bÈßhg mj;ajdf.k 
hEuo k;rù ;sfí' ta w;r fmdaÜ isá wNshdpkh" w;a;fkdau;sl f,i bvï mjrd .ekSï ms<sn| wNshdpk 
we;=¿ ck;djg iDcqj n,mdk wNshdpk /ila fõ' Bg wu;rj rdcH wdh;k f;dr;=rej, ksrjoH;dj mÍlaId 
lsÍu" f;dr;=re Í;s mekùu" f;dr;=re ks,OdÍka mqyqKq lsÍu we;=¿ fldñiug mejÍ we;s ld¾hhka /ila o 
k;r ù ;sfí'

fï jk úg isÿjkafka fldñifï mßmd,k lghq;= muKs' oekg iaÓr wOHlaI ckrd,ajrfhla o tys ke;' 
mk;g wkqj fldñifï m%Odk úOdhl ks,Odßhd jkafka wOHlaI ckrd,ajrhd h' tys 19 jk j.ka;shg wkqj 
wOHlaI ckrd,ajrhd we;=¿ ld¾huKav,h m;alr .ekSfï n,h o we;af;a fldñifï idudðlhkagh'

f;dr;=re whs;sjdislï fldñifï ysgmq iNdm;s uyskao .ïukams, iy lsId,s mskafgda chj¾Ok" 
tia'Ô'mqxÑfyajd" fi,aú ;srepkaøka" frdaysKS j,a.u hk idudðlhka úiska ish Oqr ld,h ;=<§ lemùfuka 
lghq;= lrñka ck;djg jeo.;a jk wNshdpkd ;Skaÿ /ila ,nd§ ;sfí' tu.ska ck;djf.a f;dr;=re oek.
ekSfï whs;sh ;yjqre lsÍug jeo.;a ld¾hNdrhla isÿ ù we;s w;r" wdKavql%u jHjia:dfõ i|yka 14^1& uQ,sl 
whs;sjdislï iqrlaIs;ùu o fuys jeo.;a ldrKhls'

tu ksid läkñka f;dr;=re whs;sjdislï fldñIka iNdfõ idudðlhka m;afldg" jHjia:dms; uQ,sl 
whs;sjdislï wdrlaId lsÍug lghq;= lrk f,i wdKavq mlaIh iy úmlaIh ksfhdackh lrk md¾,sfïka;= 
ljqkais,fha idudðlhkag wjOdrKh lr isáuq'

fufyhqï lñgqj
cd;sl udOH ixioh - 2021'11'24
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Clf mwptpj;jy;

2016 ,d; 12 Mk; ,yf;f jftywpjy; cupikfs; rl;lj;jpd;fPo; epWtg;gl;l jftywpjy;  

cupikfs; Mizf;FO ,d;wstpy; ,uz;L khjq;fSf;F fpl;ba fhykhf nraypoe;J 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. rl;lj;jpy; Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sthW  Mizf;FOtpw;F Gjpa cWg;gpdu;fs; 

epakpf;fg;glhikNa ,jw;fhd fhuzkhf mike;Js;sJ. rl;lj;jpd;gb Nkw;gb nghWg;gpid 

rl;lthf;fg; NguitAk; rdhjpgjpANk tfpf;fpd;whu;fd;. 20 tJ murpayikg;Gj; 

jpUj;jj;jpdhy; rl;lthf;fg; Nguit xopf;fg;gl;likahy;  me;j jj;Jtq;fs; ghuhSkd;wg; 

Nguitf;F ifaspf;fg;gl;Ls;sd. 

2016 Xfj;J 04 Me; jpfjp mg;Nghija  rghehafu; fU [aR+upatpdhy; ifnahg;gkplg;gl;l 

gpd;du; rl;l mKyhf;fk; njhlq;fpaJ. mjd; gpd;du; epakpf;fg;gl;l Mizf;FO 

cWg;gpdu;fspd; Ie;jhz;Lg; gjtpf;fhyk; fle;j nrj;njk;gu; 30 Me; jpfjpAld; 

epiwtile;jJ. rl;lj;jpy; Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sjd; gpufhuk; Gjpa cWg;gpdu;fis 

epakpg;gjw;fhf Ntl;GkDf;fis miog;gpg;gjw;fhd nra;jpj;jhs; mwptpj;jnyhd;W 

ghuhSkd;wg; Nguitahy; gpuRupf;fg;gl;lJ. mjw;fpzq;f Ntl;G kDf;fis rku;g;gpg;gjw;fhd 

fhyk; xw;Nwhgu; 19 Me; jpfjpAld; epiwtile;jJ. md;iwa jpfjpastpy; rl;lj;jpd; 12 

tJ gpuptpy; Fwpg;gpl;Ls;stifapy;  ,yq;if rl;lj;juzpfs; rq;fk;> Clf mikg;Gfs; 

kw;Wk; rptpy; mikg;Gfs; %ykhf ghuhSkd;w Nguitf;F Ntl;GkDf;fs; rku;g;gpf;fg;gl;ld. 

 jftywpjy; cupikfs; Mizf;FOtpd; cWg;gpdu;fs; vz;zpf;if 05 Ngu; MFk;. mjpy; 

xUtu; jiytuhf epakpf;fg;gLthu;. Ntl;G kDf;fs; kj;jpapy; ,yq;if rl;lj;juzpfs; 

rq;fj;jpdhy; Kd;nkhopag;gl;ltu; fl;lhakhf epakpf;fg;gly; Ntz;Lnkd rl;lj;jpy; 

Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sJ.  mjw;fpzq;f Vida 04 cWg;gpu;fSld; njhlu;Gila ngau;fs; 

Ntl;GkDf;fs; kj;jpapypUe;J njupTnra;ag;gl;L rdhjpgjpf;F gupe;Jiu nra;jiy 

ghuhSkd;wg; Nguit Nkw;nfhs;s Ntz;Lk;.  Nkw;gb gupe;Jiuf;F mikthf epakpg;Gr; 

nra;Ak; mjpfhuk; rdhjpgjpf;F cupj;jhdjhFk;.  

,w;iwtiu ghuhSkd;wg; Nguit jdJ nghWg;gpid <Nlw;wtpy;iy. rghehafu; kfpe;j 

ahg;gh mNgtu;jd> gpujku; kfpe;j uhgf;\> vjpu;f;fl;rpj; jiytu; r[pj; gpNukjhr kw;Wk; 

fgPu; `rPk;> lf;s]; Njthde;jh Mfpa ghuhSkd;w cWg;gpdu;fs; ghuhSkd;wg; Nguitapd; 

cWg;gpdu;fshtu;. ,jdhy; jfty;fisg; ngw;Wf;nfhs;fpd;w nraw;ghq;fpd;NghJ mePjpf;F 

,yf;fhfpd;w kf;fspd; Nkd;KiwaPLfis tprhuiznra;tJ Kw;whfNt epd;Wtpl;lNjhL 

tprhupf;fg;gl;L tUfpd;w Nkd;KiwaPLfis  NgzptUtJk; epWj;jg;gl;Ls;sJ. ,it 

kj;jpapy; Nghu;l; rpw;wp Nkd;KiwaPL> jhd;Njhd;wpj;jdkhf fhzpfis RtPfupj;jy; gw;wpa 

Nkd;KiwaPLfis cs;spl;l kf;fs;kPJ  Neubahd ghjpg;gpid Vw;gLj;Jfpd;w gy 

Nkd;KiwaPLfs; cs;sd.  mjw;F Nkyjpfkhf mur epWtdj; jfty;fspd; jpl;gEl;gj; 

jd;ikia guprPypj;jy;> jfty; rl;lq;fis tpjpj;jy;> jfty; cj;jpNahfj;ju;fis 
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gapw;Wtpj;jiy cs;spl;l  Mizf;FOtplk; ifaspf;fg;gl;Ls;s  gy gzpfs;; 

epd;Wtpl;ld. 

Mizf;FOtpd; epu;thf mYty;fs; khj;jpuNk ,d;wstpy; ,lk;ngWfpd;wd. jw;NghJ 

,q;F epue;jkhd gzpg;ghsu; ehafk; xUtUk; ,y;iy. rl;lj;jpd;gb Mizf;FOtpd; 

gpujk epiwNtw;W mjpfhupahf mikgtu; gzpg;ghsu; ehafkhthu;. mjd; 19 tJ 

gpuptpd;gb gzpg;ghsu; ehafj;ij  cs;spl;l gzpahl;nlhFjpia epakpf;Fk; mjpfhuKk; 

Mizf;FO cWg;gpduplNk ,Uf;fpd;wJ. 

jftywpjy; cupikfs; Mizf;FOtpd; Kd;dhs; jiytu; kfpe;j fk;kd;gpy; kw;Wk; 

fp\hyp gpd;Nlh [atu;jd> v];. [P. GQ;rpN`th> nry;tp jpUr;re;jpud;> Nwh`pzP ty;fk 

Mfpa cWg;gpdu;fs; jkJ gjtpf;fhyj;jpy; mu;g;gzpg;Gld; nrayhw;wp   kf;fSf;F 

Kf;fpakhdjhf mikfpd;w gy Nkd;KiwaPl;Lj; jPu;g;Gfis toq;fpAs;shu;fs;.  

mjd; %ykhf kf;fspd; jftywpjy; cupikia cWjp nra;tjw;fhd Kf;fpakhd 

nraw;nghWg;G <Nlw;wg;gl;Ls;sNjhL  murpayikg;gpy; Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;s 14 (1)  

mbg;gil cupikfs; ghJfhf;fg;gLtJk; ,jpYs;s Kf;fpakhd tplakhFk;. 

vdNt Jupjkhf jftywpjy; cupikfs; Mizf;FOtpd;  cWg;gpdu;fis epakpj;J 

epajpr;rl;lKiwahd mbg;gil  cupikfisg; ghJfhf;f eltbf;if vLf;FkhW 

murhq;f;f fl;rpiaAk; vjpu;f;fl;rpiaAk; gpujpepjpj;Jtk; nra;fpd;w ghuhSkd;wg; 

Nguitapd; cWg;gpdu;fis typAWj;JfpNwhk;.

fz;fhzpg;Gf; FO
Njrpa Clf xd;wpak;
2021.11.24
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Press Release
The Right to Information (RTI) Commission, which was constituted under the Right to Information Act 

No. 12 of 2016, has been defunct for nearly two months due to the failure to appoint members to the 
Commission. According to the RTI Act, the responsibility of appointing members to the RTI Commission 
is vested with the Constitutional Council and the President. However, the Constitutional Council has now 
been replaced by the Parliamentary Council following the implementation of the 20th Amendment to the 
Constitution.

The RTI Act came in to effect on August 4, 2016 after then Speaker Karu Jayasuriya endorsed the piece of 
legislation. The five year term of the first group of members appointed to the RTI Commission came to an 
end on September 30, 2021. The Parliamentary Council has published a newspaper advertisement seeking 
nominations for the appointment of members to the RTI Commission. The deadline for the submission of 
applications concluded on October 19, 2021. At the time, the Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL), media 
organizations and the civil society had submitted nominees for the Commission in line with Clause 12 of the 
RTI Act.

The RTI Commission consists of five members with one of the members being appointed as the Chairman 
of the Commission. The nominee of the BASL has to be appointed to the RTI Commission according to the 
provisions of the RTI Act. The Parliamentary Council has to propose names for the other four positions in the 
Commission to the President. The power of appointing the other four members to the Commission from the 
names proposed by the Parliamentary Council is vested with the President.

The Parliamentary Council has so far failed to perform its duties with regard to the RTI Commission. The 
Parliamentary Council consists of Speaker Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena, Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa, Minister Douglas Devananda and MP Kabir Hashim. 

The entire process of ensuring the public’s right to information as well as the appeals presented by the 
people to the RTI Commission have now come to complete standstill. Among the key appeals that are 
currently blocked in the process are the appeals made by the public on the Port City and the arbitrary 
acquisition of lands. Other processes undertaken by the RTI Commission include the inquiring of the veracity 
of information related to state institutions, introduce regulations related to providing information and the 
training of information officers.

The RTI Commission currently carries out only its administrative work without even a permanent Director 
General in place. According to the RTI Act, it is the Director General who also serves as the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Commission. Clause 19 of the RTI Act stipulates that it is the RTIA Commission that has to 
appoint the Director General as well as the staff members. 

Former Chairman of the RTI Commission Mahinda Gammanpila and the rest of the members of the 
Commission Kishali Pinto Jayawardena, S.G. Punchihewa, Selvi Thiruchandran and Rohini Walgama, who 
served in the Commission during the past five years have meticulously carried out their duties in the 
Commission and had also given several decisive decisions for the benefit of the people. These actions served 
to ensure the public’s right to information while also ensuring the rights encapsulated in Clause 14(1) of the 
Constitution. 

Therefore, we call upon the Parliamentary Council represented by government and opposition members 
to immediately appoint members to the RTI Commission and to ensure the people’s rights guaranteed by Sri 
Lanka’s Constitution. 
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